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Breaking Ground on the 
Future Nuclear Applications 
Laboratories

On 29 September, IAEA 
Director General Yukiya Amano 
was joined in Seibersdorf by 
representatives of Member 
States and the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO), as 
well as IAEA staff members, 
to break ground on the 
Renovation of the Nuclear 
Applications Laboratories 
(ReNuAL) project, and to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the FAO/IAEA Joint Division 
of Nuclear Techniques in 
Food and Agriculture. There 

were over 200 participants, with 48 Member States 
represented.

ReNuAL is an initiative to 
modernize the eight laboratories 
in Seibersdorf that belong to the 
IAEA’s Department of Nuclear 
Sciences and Applications. The 
project calls for the construction 
of a new Insect Pest Control 
Laboratory (IPCL) to replace 
the existing IPCL, and a new 
Flexible Modular Laboratory 
(FML) to house three additional 
laboratories, by the end of 2017.

DG Amano was joined for this event by IAEA Board of 
Governors Chair Ms. Marta Ziakova, and FAO Deputy 
Director General and Coordinator for Natural Resources 
Ms. Maria Helen Semedo, who each delivered remarks 

in support of ReNuAL and the achievements of the Joint 
Division.

In his remarks, DG Amano said, “Our symbolic 
groundbreaking today marks the start of the 
implementation of the ReNuAL project. I am confident 
that with the active support of Member States, by 
2017, we will have a cluster of modern, well-equipped 
laboratories here in Seibersdorf that we can all be proud 
of.”

Moving from Planning to 
Construction
In July, an architectural and engineering firm was 
contracted to develop the conceptual designs for the 
Insect Pest Control Laboratory and the Flexible Modular 
Laboratory, and to update the master plan for the 
Seibersdorf site. This plan will guide the development to 
be carried out in the frame of ReNuAL and other related 
initiatives on the site. 

The conceptual design for the IPCL has been 
completed, and will be completed for the FML by 
the end of November. Planning for the latter is more 
complex as it will house multiple laboratories and is 
being designed to allow laboratory space to be more 
easily adapted to different activities and needs, and to 
be modular to make any future expansion more cost-
effective. 
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The IPCL will house laboratory sub-groups dealing with 
plant pests, livestock pests, human disease vectors 
and genetics/microbiology. The FML is designed to 
house laboratories with similar activities to maximize 
synergies, for example, through the sharing of 
equipment and certain types of laboratory space. 
For this reason, the FML will house the Food and 
Environmental Protection Laboratory, the Soil, Water 
Management and Crop Nutrition Laboratory, and the 
Terrestrial Environment Laboratory. 

The purpose of the conceptual designs is to provide 
the basic layout and structure of the new buildings, 
and in doing so to provide a greater degree of certainty 
regarding the costs of construction. 

Upon completion of the conceptual designs, the detailed 
designs will be developed. These will build further 
on the conceptual designs and add greater detail by 
making more concrete decisions on smaller elements of 
the two buildings, such as the number, size and type of 
windows, and the number and type of light fixtures to be 
used. 

With these designs and cost estimates, a tender for 
construction can then be issued, and it is estimated that 
construction will begin sometime in mid-2015.

Building Momentum in Resource 
Mobilization
As was reported to the 59th General Conference in 
September, ReNuAL has so far raised approximately 
€860 000 in cash and funding for cost-free experts. 
These funds and experts have been used to support the 
initial planning for the project and are now supporting 
the design work that is being carried out. 

Also during the General Conference, China announced 
the in-kind donation of an irradiator that can potentially 
serve the needs of several laboratories: the Animal 
Production and Health Laboratory, the Insect Pest 
Control Laboratory and the Plant Breeding and Genetics 
Laboratory.

In the resolution related to ReNuAL that was passed 
by the General Conference, Member States expressed 

strong support for the project and requested its further 
development and implementation. Included in this was a 
specific request for the Secretariat to prepare thematic 
packages that would separate the various elements 
of the project into somewhat smaller components 
that would enable Member States to support specific 
programmatic areas according to their own interests 
and priorities. 

The Secretariat will develop these packages once more 
detailed cost information from the conceptual designs of 
the Insect Pest Control Laboratory and Flexible Modular 
Laboratory is fully available. 

Seeking Biosafety Level 3 
Laboratory Capabilities
A number of Member States have expressed support 
for the establishment by the Agency of biosafety level 
3 capabilities that would enable the Animal Production 
and Health Laboratory to respond to emerging 
challenges related to transboundary animal diseases. 
These capabilities are one of the group of project 
elements now defined as ReNuAL Plus (ReNuAL+), 
which was introduced by DG Amano in September to 
ensure that needs additional to those identified under 
ReNuAL can be addressed – provided the necessary 
extrabudgetary resources are available. 

The process for licensing and constructing such a 
facility is complex and can take three to five years. For 
this reason, the Secretariat has been reviewing various 
options for obtaining biosafety level 3 capabilities. 
These include their establishment in Seibersdorf, or 
possibly at a facility in Mödling belonging to the Austrian 
Agency for Health and Food Safety (AGES in German). 
This facility already has biosafety level 3 capabilities 
and the associated infrastructure that is required, and 
therefore can potentially support the capabilities sought 
by the Agency.

The IAEA, the 
Government of Austria 
and senior AGES staff 
are in consultations 
to review the options 
available for the 
establishment of these 
capabilities. These 
consultations will 
continue in the coming 
months. Provided 
a mutually agreeable solution can be identified, the 
estimated resource requirements for obtaining the 
capabilities required by the IAEA will be determined and 
communicated to Member States. 
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